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Around the beginn1ng of the prasagt century there wasg considerable
controversy among educationalists on the Continent rogarding thé
tenching of langusges. . The traditional methoé wag based on Latin
grammar end classieal texts. But, Latin was“a dead lsnguape”; its
forms and litersture fixed. The llvxng langunpges were changing and
developing. The idea arose that these should be taught, net on the
old grapmatical method, with out-of ~date texts, but as spoken
languages and with texts of modern literature. The. idea grew., ‘Two
systema of "Direet Method" became known - the Berlitz and Gouin systems,
The science of Phonology, or phonstics, was studied snd developed to
ensurs gcourfate promuricistion and intonation. In England, there wers

“Surmer Scnools", in which French, Cerman and obher langusges were .
teught on the new methods. Berlitz schools were established in London.

Home mﬁmbers of the Gaelic Ieegue in Loudon were attracted by the
new methods of language teaching. The thought occurred that these
methods could be applied to the teaching of Irish. Someone suggested
the formation of .a "Summer in a Gaeltacht distriet, where
sturents of the language could meet native Irish speakers, and where -
olasses cculd be held and taught on the "Dirsct Hethod™ applicabls o
» living language. The London Gaelic Leapgue, whose. Sseretery at the

~time wes Lism P, U Risin, ofiersd to sontribute flﬁanclﬁllj te the

setting up of sveh & "Summer School”.

A% the Comhdhail held . in connection with Feis %a Mumhan - the
fourth Feis - in the Assembly Rooms, Cork, August 26th, 1903, the
mattor was brought forward. It was considered and dlscussed
enthusisstically supported by Sean 0.Caocimh{Shen O Cuiv of 1ater-yéars,
father of the present Attormey-General). Several Gasltacht areas were
sugpested, smong them Guagsn Berra and Beal-Atha-n-ghaorthaigh. Tadg
0 Besnail, though himself a nsbtive of Bailemhuirn p&rlsh, strongly
urged the ¢leim of Ballingeary. He, with Disrmuid O Tuathaigh, was
teaching in the Boy's skhool in the v1llage &t the time, A small
organising Committee was ‘sppointed to make arrangements for the opening
of & School, or College, in the summer of 1904. :

The bommittae consmdered the suitabillty of the places that had
been suhbested. Arrb Athair Risteard O Palaigh, D.D.,D.Fh. had been
teaching o clasgs, of his own organising, in Guagan Barra. Accommodatie

. thers, -however, was regarded as inedequate Tor any considersble nunber

of students, o5 well as being remote from groups of Irish-speakin
families. So, Beal-Atha~n-ghaorthaigh was finally decided on.
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On New Yeart's Day, 1804, I had & note fmm Father Angustina,
0.5.P.C., {4r dheis Ds go raibh & anam}, asking me to ezll on him.

‘ He waz President of the Cork branch of the Gaelic Lesgue at the time
of which I wmas CUo-veoretary with George Shorten, one of the Shorten
family of Ballingemry, and author of a little song “An Capaillin Ban®.
in the Capuchin Friary, Father Hatthew quay, Cork, Father Augustine
and mysell spent several hours discussing matters connected with the

" Gaelic Leaguo and the langusge movement. He explained his ideasn

regarding Colaiade na Yumhan. It was to be more than a "Surmer Schoel®
{for beaching the lengunge. It was o be & school for training teachors:
of Irish in the best methods of langusge teaching. It wes Lo be more
than & localised -class for casual students on holidays. It wes to be
Coleisde Muinteolireschta ne Humhan: - The Munster Training College of
Irish. He aaid tho organising Committee nesded 8 Secretary and .
appealad to me to underteke the work, waving aside my protestations

ol having too mny other matters to. atisnd to. ho ecould refuse &
athelr Asugnistin? m.s earnestness, his enthusiesm, his dsterminetion
were irresistible. . I had to accept, even if only provisiomally, aund .

thus began & connaetion with Colaigde na Humban end Ballingaary that
lasted for thirty two yemrs.

The Tirst.formal meeting of the Committes was held on April, 4th,
1904, in "Grisnan na nGaedheal”™ PFetrick Street, Cork, Yedraig ¢
Seaghdhs presided. The others. present wers - Frther Augustine, Father
Sean © Consill, Michael Murihy, Tadhg O Scansill and myself.  sombers
of the CGommittes unabls Lo attend om that dey were - Rev, z‘abricv: Hurley,
iov. bonachadh O Drisecil and ‘Sean O Gacimh.

Padmig 0. Seaghdha Olde 3goile, Glengariff, was known as "Grusgach
an Toveir, or "Fhe Gruagach”. He had written soms racy stories and
sketches. on country life,; under his pen-name, in an easy, idiomatic style.
He was, in fact, & mastor of idioms and had ‘e deep knowlsdge of Irish '
ii‘berature., & pleasing end pttractive character was "ths Gruagach”.

Ant Athair Sean O Conaill was curate et Cmolceill in the parieh of
Bantry; & native speaker of Irish end steady worker for its advancement-:
quist and unassuming,

Michnel Murphy, Solicitor, who eoted as Treasurer of the Cormitiee,
was & member of the Cork branch of the Gasii¢ lsapgus. He was keenly
intarestad in Irish place-names.

Pather Furley waz Parish Priest of Ibhlaogheire, the parish in
which Ballingeary is sijuated. It is also lmown as Inchigeela pirish. <
Father 2 Driscoll was curate in the -same par:.sh and af‘tswz.z s baca '
Farish Priest of Inuiskesne. ‘ .

o~
Pather Hurley Lac beem s member of the Cork Historioal and
archaeclog,mal Socisty, end had eontributed notes oa the history of the
Diccese of Cork to the First numbers of the Soeisty's Jowrmal. It was

alsg due te nm that the "Life" of Saint Findarr was puhhshed‘ in the



same Journsl {1893). Ho was responsible for tho erection of the
Oratory on the island in Guagan Barrs Leke. A hogpitable man, he
was ever ready to enbtertain noted visitors to the locality. This
was not apprecisted by some of his parishoners when the visitors
were high in the counecils of the Iublin Castle Government!  One
such visitor was Sir Horace Plunkew, who passed ':shrough Ballmge&ry
while tho Celaisde was in operation.

Sean O Caoimh I hed known since 1883, s8 a member of the Cork
Gaelic League and as maoving spirit in $he Pounding of the Cork
Youns; Lrelend boc:.ety. &% that time he was on the reporting staff
of the "Cork Examiaer”. B - ‘

-"Ni chothuighean na briartha ne braithre™. The inevitabls
problen of money aross. Funds bad to be obtaimed. It is emusiug
ang interesting to reoord thet the amount of monsy ths Treasurer hed
in hend on that dey was £8. 163! The value of money has changed,
but even thezn, one hundred and thirty five shillings was not a princsly
sum on which %0 run & College; even a "Summer College™. It was
decided to appeal to priests, nationsl school teachers and wellwknown
sympathisers of the langusuge movement, The response to the sppesl wae
not & startling one. Bub, amonpst the unsolicited subscriptions was
one irom. & then unknown sympethisser, Roger Casemeab. Is wrobte ms from
Ballycastle, Co iAntrim, commending the project, which he hud read of in
some of the "Irish Ireland” papers. He was then &t home on leave from’
the British Consulsr Service. A graut was forthooming from the Colsts
{inoths 01‘ the Gaelic Lesgue, the mover in that regard being Rev.. Yather
mrph:,, of Bmmiscorthy, who had expresssd interest in the project of the
College, and desired to get trained teachers ar Irlsh in Loeh rCamam
london Gealic League alse contributed, : ,

1asses of students vizualised as attending at the courses ware -
"Beme fide Gaslic League teachers; teachers in primary end secondary
schoels, and individusls vho desired tc bacome teschera". There hed bem
some native speakers from Guslbacht disbricts who had gone forth se
teachars of ths langusye bubt haed had no traiuming in teaching methods.
a csﬂdition was laid down that canéidetes for admittance to the {lolsaisds -
should have a fair literar;,f eud conversational knowledge of Ir:.sh snd, in
the cage of Uaslic leagus teschers, & fair general edussiion. :

At the mext meebing, which was held in Ballingeary, Father Augustine
gubmitted & drait curriculeum, to which he hed gives much thoughb and on
wnich he had. consulted others: Profesdsors end teschers. He wag' Bscboy
of Rochesbtomn (mpuchin College at the time. It was &s {ollows: - .
Linguistic - {a) Phonetics; (b} Grammar end Prose Composition; (o) Foetry;
{3} Reading; - (e} Recitation and Storge-telling. Hethods of Teaching -
{a) Lectures on Mothods; (b) Deronstration of the dethod; (o) Fructice
‘on the hethod. History of (Irisk) literature; Irish History in general;
Voaal music. Provision was also made for Lectures on miscellsasous
subjoote, for Irish dancing, [or games and amusements. « Such was the basis



of the courses, It was quite an awbitious programme st the tims.
The needs of teAchers prepariag for the Hational Hducation Board's

‘certificates snd of sbudents in Senior grades. inm Intermediate. sechools

ware alsce to be prowvided for. The eourses were to be in operation
for the months of duly and Auwgush,

Dlarmuid O ch;ﬁiu&ha wag appointed Head fastor (Ard Ollemhj; and
Rav. . O_Iialy, Lecturer in Phonstics. - Osborm Bergin was %o be esked
to lecture on the history of Irish literature uad Lism. F. O'Riaie on
gonarsl Irish history. Tadhp U Scanaill was to . give & sariss of lassans
for detional Teschewrs un-the teaching of scheol subjects throuph the
mediun of frish:  the bi~lingual school progrimme of the time. There
was & Bi-linguel Tertifisate to be obiained under the rulss of the .
Hational Board of Hducation.
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Hermuid O Fm;,hluﬁha had a pensnpsma, by which he wes well-known ' -
“Fearpus rlmibhail « Hs .had written articles and subseguently published
& bogitlet "An Hacleiphinr”, on methods of teaching Irish. If I recollest
aright, he was & County Limerick man. At this perdod ho-was & Uustons
Offiginl, statloned in Belfast. - Previously, 1 think, ha hﬁd beeu i
London and was & membar of Ghe (aae:i.:a.c League thers.

7 Or. O Daly, known to the older, Irish-spesking people of Ballingeéary.
a8 "Father Daly” and to students of the Lollege as "An Dechiuir", I had
rwet in Une night, in {etobel it year, we had a rsading of
sur Har . Journal at the Cork ¢ Aterary Sosiety. I hed invited
some mambers of Cork Gaelic lLeague uutbe present, Seoirse Shorten came,
bringing with him an intellectusl loaamg youny priest, havinp emooth,
pleasing faat_ures, who appeared to be rather shy and diffident. It was
“in Joeituir”. I asked him to spesk j.n irish. He spoke shortly. Teo
ear, though I was no judge, his fulas® and prommeiztion ware faultless.
*ney were of the same quality as of native speskers I had listened to.
I lemrned sfberwards thal, some 8iz months prevz,oua}.y, he had coms to
London; wae born. in Australila; had never kmomm suything of the Irish
imnguage, though his people heiled from nesr Cumanfhisidh, +ill he met
somas pewbers of the Uaslic league in Londen., . He hed stud:.ad ;in Rome _
and had some aoguaintance with & dogzen lapguages, ilis method of lesarning
them was throujh phosetics,  He had mmgtered the art and science of
pironolofy .,

(sborn Bergin, "An trimbirgzineash®™, did pot lecture inm the Collnge.

-on the year of its openiug, but was & lectursy in ofher years following

snd was 8 freguent visitor to Ballinpeary. His knovledge of Gld Iriash
was very deep. Imlikes other sminent scholars of the older forms, he
maintaineg thet e kuowledse of moadern Irish was necossary to understand
the older 1a-nguaga. Though ke eculd-be eritieal, hs hed & strong, quiet
senge of humour. L remerbsp one vary webt day in the dining-room ab



Bean ni Luasaigh's, "Tig na mBan®, his being seated on the fivor,
in & corner, softly playing a viclin snd humming an sir to himself.
“hen he disengeged himself, I handed him a book that same young
lady studeat had isft on the tsble, and asked him to treansldte i%
into Irish. It was "The Viper of #ilan™] He enjoyed the joke.
Bergin gave us the twe wvery popular songs, "Yaidin i mBeara" and"
"Sial Ho!™,  Thers seemed something prophetic in the line of the
latter - caip:.d.h gn 8iol o mhm.dm O h-crldhehe Agus t:i.ocfhaidh
an-toradh in Tirias, 1a

The clusses Were hald in the ‘Parochial “Hall, pear - "the chapel®,
given willingly for the purpose by Father' Hurley. Other olaases for
domestic eoconomy subjects, had been held there previocusliy, under the
auspices of the fo, Cork Techmical Instruction: Committee. From throt
,Comnittea Father Hurley ressived a rental, which he handed over totha
Golleg,e Fund. Subsequently, the Hall was enlarged and the nsnme,
Colaisde Muipteoireachin na luwmhan, fashioned over the doorway., Cn
‘warm, sunny days, classes werc held in the opan, in the "Chajel Yard®,
fe scath nu geranng the foyms in "the Chapel”™ bsiny utilised to ;;mvido
seating eccommodaibion.

' The courses began on the fourth of July (1904j. It wae &
simple opening,

. The first nemes on the. College ragister of students wers
An tithsir Auguistin end An tathair Gesrcid Ua ¥iallain; An tAthair
Gesroid had come from Belfast, knowing little or mo "imster Irizh¥,
How his studies developed is well-known. He had a long connection’
with Colaisde pe sumhan and his intsrest in it never wavered. e A
hageme its Ara Gllamh. . He hag told his own story in "Bombhs Dhuine
a Thoil™, -

Amongst other namss that gppear on the records for Lthat opening
your werc sibhlin ui &hromm, Laire. Li ihathghsmhne, Sean O. Cuill,
Diarmuid U Lmogheire, #ine Wi Bafhailaigh seamus O h~Gehaidh (Wear
#or), Tadhg O Heaghdha (Tadhg Saor”}, ichasl U Toghludha, Concubhar
9 Muirmeschain, {oncubhar { heArgain. These achieved distinction
as sugcessful tezchers of the language and in other ways.

Inspired by the example of Colaisde ne Muvhen, "An Faar Mor"
got Colaisde na Rinne éstablished, which has had a long and successful
caresr. . Thousands of the chxlclren of Filkenny must inow and revers -
the work of Wibhlin Hi Chroinin, where she has spent a iifat_me.
teaching tham. Of her, more can be related. - Jemn O Culll for a
time taught in Go. Yexford; returned to Gork Cityr, whers, in 1814,
he was on the Execviive Committes of the Irish Volunteers. He was
also o womber ol the Uommittes of the Colaisde for manmy years. . He
obtained his degres of il.i. aud was the sythor- ef "asd Flos an Farraigh",
", which showed him as en original writer ani thinker. Digrmuid ¢



Luoghaire taught in Rethoaola, Co,Limerick, ana for ssveral ysars was
Assistank Frofessor of Method in Coleigds na ¥Mumhan. He was & poot
and & writer, =2 storytellisr and a wit. His letbers to me, giving his
“observations" on the progress of students in the College were alweys
& delight, becwuse of his command of Irish idions, and his ghurp
diagnosas of individuslas. Ho ceme from aieséa?rigan;'the‘hamaland of
An tsathair Peadar, to whom he was related. He was very proud of a
lether he received from An tathair Peadar. It was to the sffect that:
next bo himself, Diarmuid was the best writer of Muserai Irish then
Living! anchulhar 0 Muiwhneachain, a native of Ballingearv, taughtb
- for meny years in Ste Kieran's College, Kilkenny. He collected and
" had published the poems of an ancestor: OJeamus Mor O Uuimbneachein.
e successfully translated meny Anglo-Irish stories. I remember him
telling me he found the trenslation of James Murphy's stories: "The
. Porpa of Clohogue” or some other: most difficult, though they denlt
with country scenes and esun%ry paople. Gonohubhar was a delightful
charaster. 'Tedg Seor® got niB leas-aimm from having performed the
the principsl part in & little Irish play of that namo in St. Hary's
Fall, Qork, on :t. Patpick's Day, 1802: “the first Irish piav aver.
;rssenﬁed in Cork. Aine Fi Raghallaigh, of Facroom, was a sweet
singer of Irish songs of pure traditional style.. In 1305, she was
sppeinted as Teacher of Singing in the College. In later yvesrs,
lercelle Hurley, National Teacher at Coomhols, booams teachsr of the
Singing Class and was & worthy successor to Alne Ni Raghallsigh. (ne
conld not but be mgved t6¢ the depths st her singing of "Semn 0 Duibhir
a! Gleannw".  Later still, daire Ni Chuill, sister to Sean 0 Cuill,
was Lhe tsaﬁhsr, a native spesker and traditional sinﬁer, zhe made
Lrire Bhuidhe's "Cath Ceimenfiinidh” particulsrly her own; sxpressing
the pathos and the {ierce bentzmﬂnts of that 2omg in an inimiteble style.
iZmire Ni shathgheamime was aﬁry ¥nciahon of Cork City. She was u Master
of Arbs and Professer in St. tary's Trainxng College, Baslfast. in
iater years, she taught latin through the medivm of Irish in Colaisde
na Furthan. Oelled to & religious vocetion, on the counsel of Father
sugustine, she entered the Foor Clares and dleﬂ as Motheruﬂhbess of the
comuunity in Jork City. ‘ :

e

. nurber of students enrolled in the Colaisds on this First
yaar of its carser was sixby two, vhich wae considered at the time
very-satisfactory and gave promiss for the future. Thera were two
wossions: at the end of each session, examinations wers held and
certificates awarded. It was laid down as a prineiple that certificates
waere not to be awarded merely as a result of the examination, but
also as & yresult of the rrofessors’ observations and the prayress
meade by the etudent during the course. :

ey of tﬁa'ﬁ%ﬁéﬁnﬁé}iﬁ 1904 and sueceeding years ware *muinteoird
taisdil” - travelling teachers of lriesh. A nuwber were from
ibhlaoghaire itsall zad from Fmilerhuirns, who had gone forth to-
L
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verious parts of the vountry. They taught Gaslic League clusaas
end, in some cases, as "Hrhern Teachers® of Irish in ¥Yetionzl
ehools.  The conditions wers mob esay or comfortabdbls for them
gt the time. They did hercic work for the spread of the langusge
and the advancement of the movemesnl,
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At the end of the Aupust gegsion, a nurber of the atudents met
and expressed approval of the gourses in the following terns: "Uo
bhuilimid.den tsesta Jeis sn gouma'n a dhuil obair na folaisde ag
dul ar aghaidh agus g0 n-larsimid ar an glomhalbes lesnamhelnt air
i gcombair na hatbbhzmana“. The Collsge wam still in the experimental
stage. There was doubt of its coutlnuance. This resslution was
an engoursgemsnt to the Committes to continue, The Committes itself

was only pv-m':gsiexaal.

Feis na Fumhedn was held in K:.llarney that year (1904). A
report was mmde o the Corhdhail. The Commibtes wers ro-appointed
and urged tocontinue their work. It still seemsd to be a tontative
ei’fort.

- Tt wadg difficult to convinoce the people of Ballmgaary that the
Collage would be permane:a-f-; 2ifficult, therefore, to geot them to
enlarge.end Improve their housses for '{:ha aceommodation of students,

“Fhelir atiitude was understandable, no. one could say whether the :
tollegs would progress opr not. Thers were rumours slse that. classes

way be held elsewhers, in o ishegpeaking districts of Mmater. -

pame te be ealled "Tip na wrhan".,  Her husband, Hichael § Iuesaish,
was 8 skilled crafteman, He had & find knowledge of Irigh, sharp.
and witty sayings;’ bub was & very silent man in the presance of - .

. shrangers. Mrs. Lucey herself was-a pensrous and hospibabls woman

and spared no effort Yo muke har guests eorxfordtable. There was
a learned discussion im her diningroom, for hers the prisst.
students whe came to the Coilege dimed: Jesuits, Vinceniions,

‘Professors in Mocesan Uolleges end others. [ remenber one such

discugzion on "ad is firinne aumm? What is Truthe®,

In time, others, and some &t & gscrifics, imyroved snd extendsd
their rasldences. There were "Tig em bhfear®, "fig ne sagart”™, Tig.
na mhuschailli”, Tig en droickid”, "The Chalk Line™ (Teach Lamhesm s
snd, later, "ird na laoi"; Two miles to the north, "The Lodge ", mosd
pleasantly situated, and wast on the rosd to Ueimanfhiaith and Guags
MPuirindubh", the tmwvland aneme which bscame identified with the s?er-

open, welcoming house of #uintir Tuama. The latter was a “Go&lege",
and a villags in itselfl duriag the surney ssagon. The gmoll of the
good turf fire on the opeu hearth, the home-made bread, the heather-
honey the fresh lettuoe, are, I am sure, 8%ill remerbered by many & -
wvieitor to "uirindith”.
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The kizzdlmeas, the courtesy and 'bhe care for studenta and
visitors displaysd by the people of Ballmgear:y were in the very
best traditions of lrish hospitality., The older people soon come
to understand the difficultise of students of the langwage and, _
with patience end gentlenesa, afforded them halp in their studies. .

" The older Irish speakers hed many pithy sayiugs, meny an adage,

many a Tsble, meny o rann with hidden meaning, from which & student
could lesrn some of the moet beautz.ful expressions and turms of
the langnage. . _
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Out of many, I hesr recall a feow personal reminiscenees. On
sevaral ocoasions, on sunuy eftsrnooms, eycling from Hacroom, I would
find Ben Shorten, of Curraithe, semted on a grassy bank at the road-
glde, about half & mile from %the village. "De bheathass a Liam"
was the first saintation. Then "Conus e thainis? An fade a ghgana!
tug”? Ihs -questions end enawers led uaturally to & general conversation
eagy and pleasant.

There was Bsan Ui sheitir ‘who, whon I entered har houae, would
gay "™a suidbfs o Lism?” - a courbteous invitation: not "suidh siow®,
vwhich may be said 5o & maughty child. It teught me a lesson in the
subtleties of langusge. '

‘Thers was Besn, Ti Bbongain, mother of ¥ost Rev. Dr. Tadhg Manning
of Los Augelos: wnlways pleassnt, always helpful, careful, bustling.
Her enterprise got "Ard ma Laoci” erected. Gura fada busn 3.

‘There was "Kit"; Bean Ui Shiothain, of ™ig a'droichid®, whose
humour wes infecticus and whose syoes sparkled one day whew a studend
referred to “bainne ne ngadhar™ insbtesd of "painne uam ngabhar™!  Her
worthy som, Sean, has inherited her qual;.ty of qulset hurgour 62d hisg
besn a' tighe, Hora, possesses the ssme smisble disposition. From
Sean I lesrned & "ramu” =bout the poet who advised & confrere, the day :
after & drinking bouk, to partake of the tail of "Cu Fhinn"i {"Bran-dighel),

Sean O Tuama, of Tuirin, was ons of nature’s gentlemen. I eounld
never imagine him uttering a harsh word. He was the soul of kindliness;
kis Irish spsech gmooth aud pleassat, Bean Ni Thusma, quick, active,
hardworking, was hospitality personified. The family were &ll Irlsh
speskers from childhood., There were stories hers of "Cath Ceimenzhiaigh®;
a conflict of the Tithe War in the Pass, of which Maire Bhuidhe BEDZ .

& story,too,of & "epirit funeral” that orosssd the hills from 4chros

b0 Guagan. In Tuirindubh I sew, for the firet tims,. "oreachoill giniss®,
p:u':e wood torches. The wood was from trees that had been found desp

in the bogs, under msmy leyers of turf,

The first time I called to "the Lodge”, on 8 gquest f‘or accomoda-
+ion for students, Bean ¥1 Chroinin, bean &' tighe was. apologetic,ss



the house was not in the order shé woull@ have it. To me, It seecmed
atmirabla, as there was good sccommodation, 2 large room that could
Serve as & domitoz;ff, and the situation ideal. Showing we over the
house, which was only nart of ths residence, she said; "Nil aon chrob
air; nil son chrob air”. The place had baen a shooting lodge and
~there was s farmhouse attached. . Fear a’tiche, Searme O Croinin, was
8 splendid type of man, &8sy spoken, quiet, polite. The whole family,
indeed, had theo same easy, gontle manners. '

Vany porsons of note were to spend a time at "the Lodps" afterwards,
including Torence ¥ao Swiney, Professor Domhnsl Q Corcors and Ssan O
Coindealbbain. The "Hidden Ireland” of O Corcora was, I imapgins,
largoly inspired by the traditions of Ballingeayry and }ns daralopment
ag author, dramatist, arbist "ini’luence.& by those surrouvndings. Seaén
0 chindeal’bhain, as member and President of the Cork Historieal and
Aychesological Soclety bas dons notabls work in historical research.

One memory of Traclach Eac_suibhne I msy here record: & rambls over

the hills from "the Lodge"™ %o Tulrindubh, iy wife asccompanied us,

We went across the hilla by Ceim-cora-blmaille, ‘passed near tha Gromlench,
over soft, turfy lend, through furze and briars, throuéh bracken and-
heather, over erags and rocks. It was & _qu:s.e{: ‘gelm evening; an
evaning for meditation and contemplation. For & time we wers wrapped
in gilent admiration of the besuby of the hills, and the purple glow over
the mounteins. Priendship scemed deepened in such surrowndings,
Traolach and mysel! had been friends and assoeiastes sirce boyhood, The
gtreas snd the strain, the glory az_z& the tragedy of events to come were
hidden in the womd of the fubture. - The memory of that quiet evening

in the hills mey heve some to mind when I knelt by hie deathbed in
Brixton Prison.. .
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‘Mot far from the Lodge was the cottage of Siobhan Besn Ui
Cheilleachain ("Gicbhen a'uSagairt™), a famous bean-shesnachaidhs,
having en smazing store of songs, poems, stories, proverbs, rhyming
riddiss., BShe used illustrate. some chuture saying;s and difficult
passages by sctions. m one cocasion, I recollect, she illustrated
thus the line, "go ceafrach, buacach, besnnach® by holdingglof't a
poker in her hand, snd assuming A marbisl sttitude. She was alag
skilled in homs crafts, and took pride in her variepated-pattsrnsd
knitted quilts. Once I maede arrsngements for & Dublin University
graduste to steay in her oottage. His bed was of the tester variety,
‘with curbtaine drewn around it. For his comfort, Sisbhen had 1laid in
it two feather ticks, two or three heavy blankets and one of her
intiieately-worked heavy quilts. I lsawned from him afterwards thot
‘he put one of the ticks on the floor, a blanket over him snd Blept
soundly thus.

Risteard O Maolcatha used to stay in Siobhan's ‘ocottage and recarded,
I belisve, many of hor pithy sayings, Thymse and stories. Peorhaps some
day, when he casts off the burden of political life, he will give for
publication his impvressions of his days in Beal-,%ha *n ghaorthaigh.




Ballingeary has prospered since the Colaisde was established
there, and is now & different. village to whet it was in 195G4 -
half a cenbury age. There are enterprising end capable persons thers
to advance it further, such as Seamus 0 Se, Headmaster of its
Vooational School; -to keep alive the old traditions, "the blas® and
the fluency of language of *he seandaoine.

Hers is a desoription of the locality and of recreations connected
with the College courses, written by Eiarmuid 0 Laoghaire, somg years
after the foundation: -

"Pa sraid-bhrile beap darab aimnm di Bsal-stha-sn gheorthaigh, in
Ibh-leoghaire, in iarthar Chondaw Chorcaighe, egus is snn eta Colaisde
Muinteoireschta na fumhen - en freumh-chola;sde des na Colalsdlbh
Gasdhealacha, . : -

Binne a Bhidnftﬁitﬂéach,’tnéithe; treis oibre crusidhe na bliadhnsa,
ro craicdhts clapaidhthe ¢ chorsibh eruadhs en tsaoghail, is feidir leis
temall samh, soghach, sicthchanta a cheitheamh 1 nduthaigh Bheal-atha-
an ghaorthaigh., Ni moide go Phfuil aon ait eile in Eirinn chomh
hoireamhnach chun a -Gheanta. Abair pur issoaireacht an csitheamh
aimsire ba roght leis - nach ceann de aibhuibh na h-Bireann s bhion eise
go fluirseach ionnta, am Laoi? Agus gabhann en Laoi trid an nGaorthaigh?
la 's binn leils "lamhech gunaidhe trean” - beireadh se & ghuinn leis
agus teidheadh se ag sealgaireacht sr na cnocaibh no ins na portacheibh.
ln's soibhinn leis fumim an chamain & chles is feidir leis an fhusim do
bhaint as ma thugenn se ceman leis’ go-dti Colaisde ne Mumhen. Ta baid
san i gcoir badoireachta shios ar Loch Allus agus thumas ar foch
Fhinhbharra sex. Ghuagan. Te.cumanna uaignescha amm agus gleaunts dubha

dorche, cnule arda apgus sleibhte fimdhaine, binne garbha carrigreachs
' mora macla agus plesoga breaghthe boga. = 'Seadh, agus bionn ser ur na
slisbh apg seideadh chomh bog san go gouirfeadh si eroidhe an duine
ghrusma ag leimrigh istigh ina chleibh le hathas agus le haolbhmess, .
' Agns me's rinncecir no ceolaidhs o, gheobhaidh ss caocl ar a chosaibh &
chrothady agus ar & cheol & svraagadh may biomn rinnce 'gus ceal i

gColelsde na Mumhan gach eon trathnona. Agus ma's file e, ni bresg
& luadh go geoﬁhﬁnlgheann Debhan na naigeas fein ag‘beal dorals an
Cholaiasde? . ‘

Ta buntaists eile g4 sceal, bunbtaiste thar gach rud eile do
Ghaechilgeoir. - Ta am Gheedhilg a lasbheirt ann, Isbrann na sean-
deoine anp i chomh brasgh, chomh blnn, chorh ceart, chomh blasta,
coph liomhthe, chomh deis-bheilach agus labhair Flonn Mao Cumhail noy
Oisizi na Felnne riamh i! 181 ‘an teenga ¢eadna a labhairbtear amn
agus do lebhair egus do scricbh Foghen Ruadh O Suillesbhain egus a
urmhor fili na ¥umhen tri chead bliadhen o shin. 'Si an ‘eangs ceadna
a labhaireann agus a criobhenn an tAthair Peadar O Laoghaire agus a
urnmhor ughdaly agus de scricbhneoirivh in Eirinn fe lathair”,



Thig soem highly coloured, but anyons who remembers thoss
early dsys ol the "sowing of the sesd”, amd the sarly ripening of “the
hervest:  the idealism, the enthusisem, the self-sacrifices, the - )
friendships mads end tHO jJoyousness of the times in Ballingesry, will
adnit = basis of truth Lo the vivid description of the surroundings
that iufluensed the minds of weny who came 4o Golaisde me Mumhan.,

L Parmuid also wrote: "Tagann .ggaia-deas'_agus-‘m&ﬁ%aréﬁag aé an

goomhluadar do gheoimibh™. - B'fior 46, sk uair ud. '
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At the end of 1904;. the College Committes, on the sdvice of Pather
Augustine, declded to esk the Arohbishop and Bishops of Hanster te |
become Patrony of the College. . A1l of them acoopbad and, in additien;
contribubed finamcinlly. At the tims thev wers: - His Grace, ¥ost Revw.
Dr. Fennelly, arehbishop of Cashel; - Host Rev. Dr. U'Galiaghan, Bishop
of Cork; Howt Kev. Dr. Browne, Bishoy of Cloyne; Most Rev., Dr. Relly, -
Bishop of Ress; ‘Host Rev. Dr. Mengan, Bishop of RKerry: ~Yost Bev. Ur.
0 myer, Bishop of Limerick: Most Rav, Ur. Sheeshan, Bishop of Yaterford;
and the onse who still remgius to rule his See - ilost Peve Or. Fogarty,
Bighop of killsloe. - : - ; '
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. Ur. .0 Daly's leave of absence £rém his doties in the dicsese of
Goulburn, Rew South Wales, was to expire in 1906, [ 'was diréctsd )
write Yo the Bishop of the divcess, asking for sn extension of leave
for "An Dochiuir™. " The Bishop was Mest dev. Johu Gnallmpher, D.D..

In due course, the reply was fortheoming,  His Lordship accsded to
the request of the Committee, . Dr, O Daly was theu appointed Ard (llamh
for July snd August sessions that ysar. The request was renswed the
following yesr and efein acoeded %o. Im 1811, "su Dechiuir” wens to
dustrdiia sud remalned there some times.  He did not expset to rebury Ho
ireland, In faet, however, he did returm and the rest of his days were
epent in Gork, : S : ' ' '

At the end of 1908; he was appointed Professor of Trish in Dromdondrs
Training College, Dublin, ¥hen Coleisde Laighesn was gatabliched, sarly
1808, he lectured thers on rhonstics, He also lectured in St. Mery's
Treiniang Collsge, Belfagt. '

The Frofeesur of Hethod im the Colaimde in 1905 were Sssn © Cathsin
end Padralg wue Suibne. The former, like"Fesrgas Finnbheil®, was e _
Customs and Exelse Official, aleo stabioned in Belfast. His "Ceuohts
Uninnte Gramadaighe” showsd the ssrefulness and ocapusbility of & trained
mind, aad & thovough mastery of & new mebhoe of tesching Grammer. He
brought illustratved charts, theon & novelty, for his Direct Method tenching

the Colaisde. He wes again.in the College in 1996 and in subsequent

yeurs. Ag he vould attend ouly in July during his sramal holiday, end
he was needed in August (1905:1906), John P. Boland sud Tom O'Tonnsll, o
mnembars of Paglisment for Eerry wors commmionted with. . Their influencs
th the British Customs duthorities was susecefsful in securing extanded



Soon woe a delightful and plesging character, = I recolleet, &t the
end of ots of the sessions, afver an "all.night” seoruioccht to mark
the closing, his leading us out on & "turus" to the Pass of Geim~sn
fhiaidh, a four or five miles walk. It was & glorious summer worning
and we s&w the sun rise over the hille to the east of +the lakes of
Inchigeela. Thare wore "tri gartha er chnoc® et the heipht of the
PBEs.

Pudraig Hee Suiblme was an’ Indefatigabls worker in the Gaelic
League, =t Fermoy, for many yoars. o was enghged in every activiby
connectsd with the langunge movement. For 2oms years he eontributed
resulerly, moted In Irish to the “Cork Examiner™. . Under our omm
Governwant, he bacams Inspector of Nationsl Schools.: .To doubb, he is
85111 remepbered by who' shered hig friendship,and apprecleted his
gnrewd sayings. In 1906 he deliverad a series of lectures on Irish
literaturs ia the Uolainde.

Rev. Dr, Henebry, original, versatile; learned in Semskeit and
other lenguages, authority on Irish music and singing, who afterwards
became Professor in University College, Cork, gave & series of lscimres:
nominally em Grammary; actualily, on a variety of subjects, including
traditionsl singing and wiolin playing. Though unsmiling, his eyes
wsed twinkle vhen he ren@erad the Ssnskrit "0 magui 0" into modewn
Irish. It was "A mhic 0i". e was an exesllent lscturar before a
iarge audience.  "Gmedheal mide sgus ni eol sur nalir' dom " was one
of his favourite sayings; =®aid defisntly o mark his wcorn for "seoinini®.

Otheave who leotured in the Colalsde during its esriy years were - _
An tathair Pedraig O Duimain, gempiler of "Tocloir Gasdh&lga sgue Bearie”,
the firsv editvion of which appearad in 1804; <translator into Irish aud
Fnglish of H%t. Fatrick's "Confession“; editoer of enthologies of Irish
postry md-writer of 1ittle Irish plays that beceme populsr. : Seen O
Cesllaigh, "Sgeilg”, whose immense work im many directions, over the years,
is of a phenomenal na%ure.' s also baecane & member of the Commities of
the Colsisde. Aud Atheir Cathmoir O Braoaain of Sh. Brendsn's Jaminary,
Killarey, subSecusntly, slsc a member of the Committes.

The nurber of stvdsnts in the Colaisde in 1506 was double that of
1804, Yeaer by your the nurdbers increased until, In 1810, a peak year,
two hundred and sixty ctudonts were surolisd. Among thess of130€ were
Bome WhOSS nEmes ars ﬁrlﬁ*an in the history of Iresané“s atruggle for
independence.

Tomas ¥ac Donnchadhs eame to the Colrigde from St. Golman's College,
Fermoy, where he was & Professcr. This was Thomes iac Donagh, leader
of Irish Volumtsers, slgnsbory to the Leclaration of Imdspendense:
executed after the Rifing of Easiegp Yeek, 1816,



i3

. Tomae ¥ae Curtain, who hed been teaching Irish for & time at
Croom, Co Limerick; In Cork aity, sn active worker ia the language -
fuidvement. 'hen the Cork Uorps, Irish Volunteers, was lasunched, he
threw himself hezrt and soul inte their orgam.aation, bacame
Commandant and Brigede Officer. After the Sinm Fein victory in
eloctions, he was elected Lord Mayor of Cork. On the early worning
of Hareh 20th, 1920, he wes murderpd by the British "Crown forces” - .
‘a eguad of "Black -and- Tene" polics. He had made an syppointment
with me to meet him that day. ¥e were t0 visit some eiity schools,,
Ar dheiw De go reibh a anam..

Aot Athair Ailbhe, 0.5.F.C. This was Father Albert, who, with
Father Augustine and other prlests of the Capuchin Order, was to
displisy heroic action in mmlstermg to w*oundw ’kolunteerﬁ in the
Rising in Dublin, 1316, )

On the roll aleo is Brien O bh-Uigin, wri.ter of patriotie ami
_religious verses, gentle poet; member of first Dail Hiresnn. . He
came to the Colaisdes from Ceanennus ng ifidhe.  Alsod, ne doubk,
stimilated by whet he huad obssrved, he was the moving spirit -in
foundiny Colaisde Ui Chomhrnighe, at Carrigehols, Co Glsre.

Aers cama. Padraig Va Seochrudhe - "An Ssabhach™ .- from Baingean
Ul Chuise, whose writings and whose work for the language are well-
known; ' whose voice is 8till heard-in Seansd Eirsann in its advocsoy.

Corrme © Gadh].a, at the tine in Kineals; is also to be numbersd
smong the Colaisds students, He deve}.cped into a very graceful
_ writer of Irish; "Slighe Folais" being used in the College classes
in later years to g,reat ‘advantage of students. Anyone who read
e ?201 des Lontagnes” must appresiasts its Irigh venderins in "Ri ma
gonoc", It wes w very happy choicerfer trensiation.

Another on the list iz Tomes de Bhal, Sagarb, Imimneackh - Pather
Wall, whom "that brute ¥aawell", as Bishop O Dwyer eslied him, would
have silenced and removed.  The Geueral #id not wnticipete s Bword-
thrust from the intrepid Bishop, which silenced him. -

.~ In 1907, among. ‘the students wag Micheel 0 Cuill, whose long
oonnsction with Beel-Aths-n ghaorthaich, us Irish orzeniser of classes
under County Cork Voecational Commities, only ended recently, On the
Tuesday of Baster Veek, 1916, liichamel, as an Irish Yoluntesr, left
tork, wnd, with diificult*r got a9 for as Inchicore. [e was promptly
arregbed’ 'by the British xrllﬁ:ary, lodged in a cell in Richmond Barrecks,
and. told he was to be shot in the morning! The alternative was %“hat
he ghould join the British Ammy - & worse fate in his eyes. He was
.deported with the general body of prisoners after Faster Week, Gurs
fada buen e.
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 Very early, the Colaisds beosms known outside of irelend. From
Bew Zemland A ¥ather Guvlden sent & subscripbion towarde its ‘upkesp. .
Anethér came from Dr. ¢'Hiordan, Becbor of the Irish College in Home.
I had & Jetier from & boyhood friend, Diarmuid Lyach of the Philow
Caltic Socmty, Lew York, extolling the project. TRev. Father O Gormsn, -
Yincontinn, wht had stbended the courges, wrote from the irish. Gailegs,
#aris, expressing his admirstion of the werk done, and hoping graat
&czmtage to the teaching of the langumge would aoorue from it. 4
Rev. Mr. Dusn from the Viecarage, Bath, sent some Irish- %ex"s @mmtv'a
volumes to o the nueleus of a Uollege librery. Imber, {in 1912)
Dr. Patrick-9.Connell of Ger}:, who had been & patisent in the Houss of
St. dohn of God, S"a&llorgan, dena‘ted all his librazw ‘to the Gssllage* S
varied collection, . L :

Ancther Vinoentian who stbended the College in 1906 wesd Ant Athair
Padraip O Cmoilte. Do was one of the Professors in Castleknouk,
also taught in the Irish College in Paris. In labdér years, when he
wag stbached Lo St. Vincent's, Sunday's Well, Cork, we becams very close
£riende. He many times revalled his days in Bellingeery. . Ha heda
wanderfuliy e¢lsay, tuneful smgmg veice. B uften mentiuned that he
had not appreciated the beauby of “"open" premmciation of Latin till he
had hesrd Lr, O Daly lecture on Fhonetics.  Irish wowel sounds: mdapted
e latin suited the music of the Mass wmuch better than the "slosed”
sounds,. which “he ssid, wers provalent inm Fngland. '

o.-.,.n-‘m‘......_

The Commitiee of the Colsisde was £bill provisional., Ib was
supposed to be elsched ennually &b Bestings of the Corhdhail held in
cornastion with Pels ns tuthen. Actuallv, e original members of the
Committes comtinnesd to aol &8 & permensnt body. In 1910, the fowhdhail
dscided bto confirm i% #s such. &11 the responaldility was Sthus b
o the Uomwities.

4% the. requé?st—' of %he Coiste Gnotha of the Uaslic league, Rev.
Fathey O Laoidhe of Uroom, Co. Limerick, end Bemon O Heill, of Kinssle,
wore co-apb&d on-the Committes in 1905. = Dr. Rertian ?india, President
wueen's Collsge, Cork, Ant Atheir Gathaoir O Braonein, Sainb Ereadan® 8
Seminary,. ?1l;am@;, ami Sean Conail, Goﬂ«:, wors 4180 eo-ap%eﬁ £hat
yeay. - :

In subsequent years, others were added to the Commithes, adms
tenporarily, as nominees of the Coiste (notha, or as representatives
of the students in the Gollege; - others permanensly, nominated by the
Calade Cesmotnir of the Uaelic Leapue in Cork.

Thoge membors were: ~ “Soeilg"; Histesrd 0 Foghludhe (™Fiachra
Zilgeach™); Sean O CGuill; Bdward Wensfield, one-tims President of
the ¥ational Teschers! Urganisatien; Rev, Eamon E‘i&zgeralu e .
Tnchipgeeld; Ant Atheir Seawus O Floinn, Sagart Parpizbe of Passaga
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Fest, Co Cork; who, in 1910, was Cheirmen of Comhdhail na Muchen.
s was a freguent viesitor to Ballingeery. His inbtersst in and
profound knoviedype of traditionsl music is well-kmown. Hev. Lambert
GacHeana, S./.; Usessmb U-Laochdha, teacher in ths Horth Honastery
Christiau Brothers' scheools, Cork: Pistearﬁ Cacimh, Hational Teacher,
Baliyhoely, Ge Corky Seamus O h-fodha, il.A.; Tadhg O Tuspas Searms
4 sulmhaeachain; Maire Hi Chuill; lozhnal © Corcora, whose intersst
in the Colaisde and in Ballingemry has already been referred to,.
feolrse Hac Ilannchadhs, {George Clency) of Limsrick, who had been &
atudent in the College, aiso became & mamber of the Committea. This
Wa S the layor of Limerick, ®ho was shot dead by the British Forees in
rapeh, 122l. - His m.m, ﬁa‘mte b Chillin had also besn s gtudent in
t?a.ns Colaisds,

it was more or less accepted that the. Parish frisst of Ebh-—laoghaire
wonld be Cheirmen of the Committee and President of the (ollege. In
duns, 1908, I'nther Hurley died.. Hia Buccessor was Ant Athair
Conchubhar ¢ Laoghsaira, who, in Harch, 1913, was suoceedsd by his brother,
Ant Atheir Searus O Laoghaiwe, vhoe afterwards became Parish “riest of
Dunmereay sod a Cancn of lork .dlotese. Ant Athair Jearus was very
sctive and deoeply inter=sted in the lenguage movement and in the
advancement of the (olaieds. Treguently his letbters to ms were typed
gnd iy Irigh. - ‘ - '
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In Januaty, 1906, I had a letter from Seoirse § Yianain, Dublin.
Fe wished to obtain particulars rsgarding ths courtes in Ballingeary.
Yo said 1t was coptenpliated establishing an Irish College in Dublin.

%8’ furnished him with all the informatlon }%a required and Colaisde

Laighean began its career.

'The_ game year the Committes formuleted u schome of "Pree Sgholgy-
ships”, 0 encourage young men atbendiang Gaelic Lepgue (Clusses %o attend
the College for training as Irish teschers. The recommencdation as 4o
sun."caba.l;.ty of candidates was left inm the hands of Piowan iac Coluim,
then Ard Timithre ns Mumhan under the Coiste Gnaotha. The schema,
however, proved too ecstly for the finances oi’ the. cemittea ead hed to
be abandonod, :

A mach agitated question at this time was the payment of feea for
Irish in the iational deheels. The scheme that had been in operation
wag-vithdrswn. A new one was beinyg drevn up, under the authoriby of
¥r. Bryce, the Chief wem‘b&ry. This included 2 proposad grant to
tha Gaelic Collspes. - The "extern teachers™, however, the muinteoiri
taisdil, would be deprived of remuerstion. In commom with the genersl
damund, the Colaisce Committee passed & resolubion calling for tho
rastoration of the fees that had heen withdrawn. This was sent to -the -
Iord Lieutenant {Lord Abardeen}, to ths (hief Seorstary, o Ir, Johm

‘Redmond, to the mezbers of Parliament in Co Cork, %o the Cork Corporation,

Gark (:a. Counoil and #he Tational Board of Bduestiom.



Tn the nltimste, what happensd in connection with the Gaaim Golleges
was that tha Eatiozal Board agresd to pesy & sum of £8 for each Fational
- Tencher attmding; & Collage, who obiained a College Certificats. "ird
Tegatad” ~ and who tausht Irish sabicfackorily in a school for twelve

afterwardn. Yuch additional worl fcr o Colaisde Geovetery!  lim

1977, Colaisde na Mumhan Comnibitee agrssd 4o the Soapd's scheame, but
would not accert a condition thet s Donrd Imspector be present &t oxame
smatiens in the Colmisde, mpinting thst Certiiicates were no% pranted
merely as & result of exsminetions. The Board mecerted the Committee's
‘concition. The Yetionsl Teacher students of the Celaisde locked foyr
extra holidays as a “ravard” for attendiny the courses. The Gommitiee
endorsed the demmnd and the Poard scceded to the regussis.

Gelations with the Department of Agrisultural gnd Technical Instruction
wers much aaaier than with the Eatiomal Baar@ of Educstion, There was
rach 2ass “red-tape”. lUnder the DJAT.T., there wap a schame Loy
deaching of languages in Technical and Commercial Bchoels. iIm 1513,
¢hs Colaisde Committee epplied tu heve the classes in our fullage,
rocopmised as languRges ciasses under the Dopartment's scheme,. This
was asceedsd to. Fees wers psid for all teacher-students on attendapes
at the cissses. Thse grante ‘thus obteined fomed the mein reverue of
the Colaisde for several years,

Zvidently there were Gasdhilpsoiri in the offices of the Pepartmsnt.
On one opoasion & foyn was reburnsd to me with 8 pencilied nove to
changs the neme ¢f laire #i Chiuneide, who had been tsaching lstin
through irish in the Colalade.  5he “ned become Mrs Titazperald! Halre
was & tescher in tha Lsmmmm Collage, Fooles Street, Dublin, snd an
dnthusiastic worker in the langusge movement. - Through her mf‘iua,nea
many of the pirl pupile of Focise Sireet came to Ballmgeary Une
couid hear soms of the senlers I smssmg the relative rsrits or Yents
snd &hellsy as poabsl . :

4 sonsidersble mmber of those who came to the Colsisde in 1906

marely learners of the lepcusge, non-~teachers end not seeking
training in teaching methods. A probierm arose rogsrding them. The
Golaisds was & training Colle.e not & sehool ia which ko lzarn Trish.
Un- the obher hand, the nurber of native. Iriah speakers who ‘%@'sirer?
training ss bteachers seensd to be decrsasing; the susber of "muinbeoiri
%mg@al who gould be employed throuphoub *L!‘sa counkryr gaumed 1m§teﬂ.

+he swd of the yo&y, the =:~;vlamua gormittee decidad to establish a
Seoi‘i Semhraida - “Swmmer uchool” - in comnecbiusn with the College to
mae: the re%ui;'amsmt% of leurners. There was & suppastlion thet it be
locsted in. Inchigsela instead of Ballinpeary, ag arn influx of non-spsskers
of irish into Belliamgewury misht lead to & greatsy use of Taglish in the
villegs. The suggestion was not sdopted. A resl snd very interesting
contlict - if it may be called such - aensued. ¥ould Irish or Englieh
pmdomate durin: ths Coursst,




On Balance, it iz #iPficult to . say on.which side the advsntepe wes.
More English mey have heen apoken because of the adwesid of loarnera;
on the other bmad, the seed in the knowledpe of Irish and in
the sapabillty of spesking ik,

The Senwol was set up im 1807; Hibhlin ¥i Chroinin belng sproiubed
g8 Teschsr in chargs, A nebive spasker, whose lome was in Celmcora-
thuaille in the hilils nerth of the villagae; who hed already Deen
teaching in Eilkenmny: end who hed been treined in the folsnisds, she
diaplayad ezmrgg;,, activity eand capability. Toung ae she wmas, she
wml&wa her “"slat” over Professors from Secondary Schools and Gollages,
orar phuid ﬂ‘t‘;&,&zﬁ*ﬂ from many parte of the country as woll as over
young peopls whe had ocome to learn tha langumgs.  Her "slat™ baceme
5 lezand,

T eddition, she. orgenised turusanna and plonies, tramps over the
‘;ills, exeurrions %o Glsamngarbh end Cill Alroe, end ¢ther vlacesn of
sgonic beaubty in the c%s’sr&@*:";. " The peorle of the villasgs and surround-
“inge wers put under “gess“ to suprly ths nesds for plunic parties.

Thers vas many & plﬁ&sﬂn’% outing sad pany & pleasant “turus' with
Ribhiin N1 Chrolnin as Jeader. lany s pleasaat boa¥ing exeursion down
the lakes of Inshigeslia alsv: 1o 8 roek which, funnily enough, was
enlled "uibralbar®. Besnnach% De leis an sses=aimsir!

In 1908, vhe Coiskte Gnotha of faelie Issgue nude & reousss. that
the Gaelic Uolleyes be affilisted to the new Universibiés then aboub
being established. Qur Colsisde Uommitbee took no ectisn resarding -
this, but endorsed the demsnd that Irish should be an ca?}iiga‘mrv subgm
in the Universities up o ths point of wmpesiniisation. :

foan ¢ Seephdhs of Doire 'n. ﬁhaarn mrigeie, who wan deeply
interpssted in plents end herbs and in dissovering the Irish names for
them, ocame Ho the Colaizde asg Leotursy on Bi-Iinzual teackineg in 1908,
sad & sesond beasher being required im the Sceil Savheaidh, i%ximaal ¥

Foghludhe, Imown us richrel ne scleas®, was appointed,
r

In 1810, oame Piaras Beaslei, to glve & sourse on Litirlocht ne
Baedhilge,. His loetures were of the deepest intersut, sHowing wide
resesrch and capehle jJudgment. Aanbt Athsir Lewbert YecFomms. a
compatony. judge, spoke Righly in his pralse &t mestings of the folainde
Comasittes. For many yoars afberwards rlaras was & visitor to Ballin-
ceary end 1916, was esthusiastically welcomsd becauss of the part
ho hed taken in the Insurreclios, and the stirring verses he had



Drs O Daly, : in Australia, for the coursss in 1812,

Ant Athair Seamua C Cesllschain was sppointed Ard-0llamh snd Dean
of Residencs, Athsir Semmus had gome to Ballingeary the previous
year, as . Curate; %he first to be eppointed solely to minister in thet
part of the parish of ibhlaoghaire. Iis was born in laurawoultig, e
for miles from Lewcssgiowmn, Uo lork, and abtisnded school at Onstletown
Kinneigh. & mhmea for the prissthood in Farranferris Diccesan
Gollege, and frem there went to Haynooth. . He was not & native speaker
of Irish, bui had studied in school and college, and ecquired the "blag®
and fluency of & nutive spesker. Tt was hecauss of his knowledge of
I wag seat to Ballingeary, Hig interaest in the lanpuage and its
advanesmsnt wae intense. His tragic fate, murdersd by "Rlack-and-Tan®
acl‘.ea in =y home in Cork, ¥hit Sunday morning, 1921, is parb of the
ganarsl. stc;ry of the tﬁrroris“ rsg_,ime of the figh‘tmg yeoars. Ha was
sn ardent priest and mever flinched in his duby.

ikl Wt 2 i e o . v o e s e

From students of the Colalade and from residents of Ballingeary a
requast was mode to o Commlittse o have an orgenisation in szome form
established in the district €0 help in the pressrvation of the language
thera: +he locel branch of The {aslic Ieague being inoperstive.  QOn .
condition that tha Guiste ‘notha of the Gaslic Lea;we contribube half
tomaras his ssalary, the Committes decided o appoink s Fuintseoir Talsdil
+0 undertake the org&nis ing, with s local Cormittes &ssls'i::mg. Agcord-
ingly, esrly in 1913, Tadhg 0 Senghdhe ("Tadhg Saor’) was appointed 28
organiser and teacher. Regquests also came Urom otheér districks, |
Dunmenwsy sod Pailembwirse, The project in Ballingesry did not continue
for any lengthy pericd. The Committes’s {inances wore not flourishing:
the funds of the Coifte Gnotha wars diminishing - in fact it made o
demand on the follege Cummittes to refund grants that had been given
in the aarly yeurs for the upkeep of ths (ollege. The history of the
Gaelic Leae itgalf shows advancement end re't:wm*resaaic'l;”f r:erieés of
high enthuziasm and periods of lethargzy.  'Se sgeel na h-Zirgenn fein
@, ig douhs, ag cul ar aghaidn apes ag dul ar chuld.

- . -

Az 1 have intimeted, the mz:z’;?aar of students coming to Ballingesry
was ireresmsing each year. In 1908,over fwo hundred and twenty students
enrollsd.  The question- of sceommodation Yor elasses becemo preseing.
in the month of sugust it was possible to obtain the National Scheols
gnd elagsss were held in theh., They were not availeble for duly
sassion. : "

At a Yesting, in Killseney, 1908, a depubation from Ballingeary
appeared before the Committee and ur?eé the ersction of & new Colleze
vuilding, for which they had aslready collscted some funde. The
morbors of the depubebion were Peadar € Croinin, Dorhnal O Cricdain
snd Rigteard Dreathnech. At the ond of the Auivit session in the meme
year, & reaussh wes also made by the siudents to the gsume effect.

The Committse regsrded the mabtter as a serious undertaking.  To orech
e substantial stose bullding, vhich moy bo used 43 & reosidentinl Collegs



1.

was out of the ~usstion, both because of the cost and because such
8 College Woull fe&aat & primary object of the whole enterprise,
contact of s<uisnss v ith Irish-spsaking families. The (ommittee,
therefore, <eciced to erset a temporary structure and reise & fund
for a permencnt one. 4 grant could have been cbtaimed for a Village
Hall from tns Deparkment of Testnical Tnsgtruction. The President,
Ant Ltuelir Ssarus O Lacghaire, £id net favour accepbance of & Govern-
swamt,  In 190%, an appesl for funds was issued. Dr. O Daly
collected individually in Corlkr and Worry Counties and 4n parts of
Coris 0i%y from House to hoise. ﬁe&rly £600 wag thus sacured., The
suastion of & site for the building arose - 4 "Land yuestion”. The
lard in Ballinpgeary district bad beoen sold by the lendlord to the
Land  Commissioners, but had not beon vested. As was the way in
conusation with land purchase, there was delsey. '

Pinelly, an acore was secursd on the land of Conchubhar U Liethain,
at Tromsnaillip: end ideal situation, with & view of the river, the
lskes and the hille., subsequently, the site was purchased, outright,
from the Lend Commissioners. Trustess were appointed: - An atheir
Sesrus Y Laoghaire, &..., Uschdaran an Cholalsde, Sean & Conmill,
seulptor, Gork, and Michael iurphy, Solieitor, Cork: #r. durthy nob
being willing to sot as Trustsee, Shan U Cuiv was appointed in his stead.
¥he bulilding was ereoted by John KXearney, lnchlgeslas An inscribed
foundation stone was donated by Seasn U Conaill. - . The formal opsning
-cgremeny took place on 4th July, 1914: Ant ﬁthﬁlr readar delivering
an orstion on the 0503310n, in his ususl iiuent, ‘eloquent, humorous
menher.

, Ta dachad bll&n imﬁhigh the o cuiresdh an bhuan-chloesh. Ts bigh
an Cholaisde ud san fos. Ga phfuil ne milte & dhoin freéasdal sr na
ranzanns ann’? Guid zeu imbhirhithe ar shishe na {irinns: golusz ns
ph{laitheass dfa nanamanaibh. Besnnacht ortha so ata bwo fos azus go
seuiridh Dis ar & less iadl *

5lan le Besl-atha-'n-ghap#thaigh’

' Is. le seana~Cholsisde na Mumhen:
Cujmihmirhrwis ar ng lsetheanta geals ann
Is desrshedinis na leebheésnte dubha.

Cuireadh orschh de'n Cholnigde ar bum i pCathair Chorcairhe sa -
vhlinin 1913, - Sgoul sile isesdh 8 sin.





